Dear Colleagues,

| am excited to introduce imagine, the new online
magazine of the American Music Therapy Association
(AMTA), to the readers of Perspectives. This online magazine
is dedicated to Early Childhood Music Therapy. Our intent
for this open access publication is to enhance the lives of
young children (ages zero to five) and their families by shar-
ing scientific information, clinical strategies, ideas, policies
and resources with colleagues in music therapy and related
fields.

Working with young children and their families requires
collaboration among professionals
from different disciplines to ensure
that each child’s learning and devel-
opmental needs are adequately ad-
dressed. Having different perspectives
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the world spotlighting Canada, Italy,
Argentina, China, Singapore, Thailand,
Taiwan, and Japan. In the resources
section, colleagues recommend new
literature, websites, and blogs.

We also invite you to explore
the imagine website, which includes
podcasts, photo stories, and teaching
episodes. The website also hosts an ar-
chive providing access to previous early
childhood music therapy newsletters
(1996-2009), we go international high-
lighting early childhood music therapy
in other countries, our favorites featur-
ing favorite CDs of our imagine au-
thors, and our network describing the
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. Access to both early childhood
publications,

- Announcement of conferences
and special events of each organization,

. Exchange of expertise on specific topics (e.g., think
tanks, task forces, and roundtables), and

. Joint presentations, publications and research efforts
on related issues.

On behalf of the editorial team of imagine, | invite the
readers of Perspectives to explore the informative inaugural
issue of imagine. This edition includes welcome letters from
leaders in the field of music therapy, early childhood educa-
tion, occupational science, and representatives of ECMMA.
The featured multimedia article explores incorporating
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Access imagine at
musictherapy.org/events/earlychild.html

purpose of the Early Childhood Music
Therapy Network and how to become
a member of our Facebook group.

We invite you to join us in expanding our network of
communication and information sharing, and to explore fu-
ture opportunities for collaboration. Together we may bring
more skills, sparks, and songs to the lives of young children
and their families.

Best regards to each of you,

Petra Kern, MT-DMtG, MT-BC, MTA, NICU-MT
Editor, imagine

President, World Federation of Music Therapy
Owner, Music Therapy Consulting



